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Living Design
explores this
charming 1930°s
house and its
new extension.
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ARCHITECT’S ACCOUNT

ur client came to us after seeing one of our projects in Living Design Spring
08. She had a ‘similar problem’ and asked if we might be interested in
visiting her house in Ballyhackamore. Intrigued, we went to explore.

What we discovered was a charming house with white painted rendered walls
and a natural slate pitched roof, built in the 1930's and now surrounded by trees
and lush planting.

The house was perfect except in two respects. Firstly the kitchen was very
small and secondly the house had little or no storage space. The owner, a
keen cook wanted a larger kitchen, a utility room / area, a store room and
a ground floor toilet. The new kitchen also had to be bright, give a feeling
of space and have room for a triangular china display cabinet.

The design of the extension and alterations took time to develop. In

addition to meeting our client’s brief we wanted to create a modern %

Ly

» extension that would sit comfortably and be integrated fully with the
existing house and garden. We also wanted to capture as much of the
morning sun as possible and ensure any additions did not significantly
affect the daylight and natural ventilation to rooms to the rear of the
existing house. The solution was to balance all the latter requirements
and concerns. A larger kitchen, a separate utility room and a store have
been provided by a single storey extension connected to the existing
house via a passage. The passage with ground floor toilet and cupboard
were created by utilising the space of the original kitchen. Light bright
interiors have been created by provision of strategically placed windows
and doors to give a sense of space and depth. The triangular cabinet has
been accommodated in the new kitchen where it can display its china to
good effect.

A modern extension has been constructed, and by careful massing and
choice of materials this has allowed melding with the existing house and
garden. Internally the sequence of spaces from the existing house to the
extension is both natural and informed; the passage acting as a
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transitional space between old and new. Natural light and air have also
been provided to the existing Dining Area by the creation of a small
patio. The design also presented the client with the opportunity to
upgrade the heating system. A new condensing boiler was installed and
together with the highly insulated extension this has resulted in a 50%
saving in the cost of heating the house. Other features in the extension
include high performance windows and doors (to reduce heat loss and
solar gain) and pre-patinated zinc cladding and self-coloured silicone
render wall finishes (to reduce maintenance costs).

A new paved patio with discrete external lighting now provides an outside
room ideal for entertaining and relaxing. The client loves the feeling of
space and views from the old to the new. The photographer thought the
single storey extension seemed natural, warm and calm. It seems that we
got the balance right. m
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GROUND FLOOR PLAN
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